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At her second date with Federico Bianchi Gallery, Paola Di Bello introduces now her new photographic project “Ottakringerstrasse”. The exhibition, opening on Wednesday, March 21, gathers historical and recent works by the artist which work as a context to this new work. Commissioned by the city of Vienna, the Ottakringerstrasse series was names after the photographic relief of one of the longest arteries of the Austrian capital city, which links the Gürtel with the suburban districts.

The theme of the street isn’t new to Paola Di Bello. Her vision of the urban always goes through this “ground floor” of contemporary cities: her possible topographies, her ordinary times, her audiences. What’s at the centre of this taxonomic look are the spontaneous practices which camp in the street, the physical traces which settle there, the abusive ways to inhabit its space. The abandoned items in Concrete Island, the homeless along the sidewalk of Rischiano pene molto severe…, the interstices between the favelas of  São Paulo, the never-ending urban prospects of Strip-Milano are just some chapters, even if among the best ones, of this big urban tale. A marginal and evolving urban, always suburban, in which the act of photography itself becomes a social tactic.

But, inside this project, Ottakringerstrasse is something similar and different at the same time, something which already was inside Di Bello’s photographic practice and surprisingly new in the meantime. How is it possible to represent an urban fragment today, when such fragment corresponds to a hybrid road, with an high density of immigrants, so that Vienna’s inhabitants renamed it “Balkanmeile”? Is there such an image to include, alone and inside it, a plurality of external elements even if the physical space is still that of a district or a single road? Is there an image which can account for the contemporary weaving between anonymous universality and singularization?

Paola Di Bello perfectly and originally conjugates ways from street-photography and formats from family portrait. She intervenes in the space-time continuum of the photographic image and in that of photography itself. The contiguity of an urban offstage is counterbalanced by the additivity of groups or single ones staring in the lens, in a precarious and improvised pose, but at a different distance: veiled women, Maghrebi in sweatsuits, your Turkish, old ladies from Thuringia with a trolley to do the shopping.

Here comes back, in a completely new form, the puzzle matrix which constituted the photographic fabric of La disparition. Not an image but an archive of images (350 pictures), where the sum is left to the possible montage of the single separate pieces which manage to fit one into the other, losing the connotation of the fragment. La disparition too, despite being distant from this new project, consisted in letting emerge inside the abstract theatre of the map the figures and practices producing it. Could then Ottakringerstrasse be nothing but an effort to represent what, by statute, escapes representation? That multitude avoiding the synthesis of social composition? But which, like never before, produces common, is it collectivity?
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