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Federico Bianchi Gallery is pleased to announce Jacopo Prina’s third solo show in the gallery, opening on April 4th, 2013 at 6.00 p.m. in Via Imbonati 2, Milano. 
From the repetition of urban elements and symbols of our time, bound to his previous works, the artists returns to create a metaphor of the world around us, extrapolating fragments of reality and recomposing them on canvas. The question remains the same: “Where are we?”. The exhibition Maps collects the artist’s most recent production, in which a different approach can be seen.  
Jacopo Prina’s research evolves: in his past productions he captured objects and people through the camera, like an alchemist performing experiments and showing their outcomes. It’s a horizontal vision annexed to portraits and single forms as expression of the inner content. People exit the social scheme they refer to, and are carried away in another dimension. In his last works the artist’s perspective mutates and becomes vertical: the reference to Google Maps allows a direct drive of reality as seen by the satellite, defining our routes and everyday itineraries. The spaces are synthesized in lines and colours, and the items – small at first and bigger then, indicate the path to follow.
Since his youth, spent in Milan, the artist gets in touch with an infinity of geometrical forms and standardized items: places of transit, as the underground, railway stations and airports, but also of fun and entertainment like fun fairs and malls. Places to be used, not to be lived, where individuals empathically share their everyday routine. The eye became addicted and the mind is full of identity codes giving life to the contemporary reality: maps aren’t but a metaphor of our life in perennial transit.   

Maps don’t offer an answer, but different combinations. The forms of the daily past are overturned on canvas, without giving importance to an item or another: everything’s on the same footing. The focal point is the environment, and the geometrical forms which are repeating and coming in succession with different dimensions and rhythms, like the rules of contemporary society. The feeling of disorientation is comparable to the unfolding of a map of an unknown town. We are facing the morphological identities of the non-places.

Non-places, as defined by the ethnologist and anthropologist Marc Augé, are everywhere around us: motorways, stations, airports, malls, big hotel chains, parking and fairs. These places are apparently anonymous, without a soul, containers of homologated and repetitive structures. Numbers become geometrical too: each canvas develops an apparently stereotyped area, without any historical or cultural reference. It’s the observer himself to give an identity to each place, transferring on it his own experience and memory. The contradiction between places and non-places lives in Jacopo Prina's works; they are an incentive to find ourselves and answer our own questions.

As the artist himself denounces: “ The eye of the observer is lost in front of these big maps, surprised from a form to another. The search for an answer remains an aware utopia” 
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